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SOME COTGREAVE LIBRARY AIDS. 


A FEW TESTIMONIALS. 


THE INDICATOR. 


“« Library ‘Construction, Architecture, Fittings, and Furniture.’ 
By F. J. Boraoyne. 1897. 
“The Cotgreave Indicator is that in use in the majority of the British 
Free Libraries.’’ 
* The Free Library : Its History and Present Condition.” By J. J. 
OatE. 1897. 
“The Recording Indicator is almost certainly the invention of Mr. A. 
Cotgreave (Public Libraries, West Ham, London, E.,) and is that most largely 
used,’”* 


, 


‘*THE SCOTSMAN.’’ 


“ All the London Free Public Libraries (except one or two which do not use 
indicators), have adopted the Cotgreave System, which has been found to 
work well.”+ 

N.B.—See also “ Greater London,” by E, Walford, M.A., F 8.A. (page 360); *‘ Methods 
of Social Reform,” by Prof. W. Stanley evons, M.A., F.R,S., LL.D.; “ Public Libraries,” by 
T. Greenwood, F.R.G.S.; &c., &ce. 


'.. *As a matter of fact it will be found in about nine-tenths of the Libraries usin 
indicators. Over 300 Institutions are now using it. 


t Sixty-two Public Libraries in London and the Metropolitan area are using it 





“FREE PouBLic LIBRARY,- WANDSWORTH. 

The Cotgreave Magazine Rack has been in use in the news-room here since 

the opening of the Library. I can unhesitatimgly speak of its vaJme, for it 

greatly tends to keep the tables tidy. Being so compact it takes up little room, 
and a reader can see at a glance the periodical he wishes to read.* 

C. T. DAVIS, Secretary and Librarian.” 

* The Cotgreave Racks are in use at some 50 Libraries and Literary Institutions, from 

which similar testimonials have been received. 





THE CONTENTS-SUBJECT INDEX, 
TO GENERAL AND PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 
Price to Subscribers, 7s, 6d. 
(500 copies have already been subscribed for.—See List). 

pe es **DAILY NEWS.,”’ 

‘*A ‘Contents-Subject Index to General and Periodical Literature’ would, 
if properly done, be a great time-saving machine. Such a work is being 
undertaken by Mr. A. Cotgreave. The first part, which is now before us, is 
distinctly promising. It will be helpful to many students and readers.” 

‘*DUBLIN REVIEW.”’ 

“The Editor of the ‘DuBLIN REVIEW’ (Canon Moyes), desires me to thank 
you for the specimen of the ‘Contents-Subject Index,’ and to say that he has 
formed a high opinion of it, in fact he has already found it useful.” 

T. W. HUNTER, Librarian, Archbishop’s House, Westminster.” 

Similar expressions of opinion have been received from a large number of 
leading journals, and from many well known English and American Librarians 


N.B —The Contents-Subject Index will be supplied to all Library Assistants at 
reduced price if applied for_before publication 


& 


Full particulars of the above and also of other Library Aids sent upon application. 














The Library Assistant: 


The Official Organ of the Library Assistants’ Association. 
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Members are requested to carefully read the announcement 
appearing on this page, as no further intimation of meetings and 
other arrangements will be sent out. 

MAY MEETING. 

The eighth meeting of the fourth session will be held at 
Bishopsgate Institute, on Wednesday, 10th May, at eight o’clock 

Owing to ill-health, Mr. P. W. Farmborough, F.Z.8., (Hdmon- 
ton) has been unable to prepare his promised paper on ‘‘ Scientific 
Literature” in time for this meeting, but a most interesting 
paper from the pen of Dr. G. E. Wire, of Worcester Law 
Library, Massachusetts, will be read, descriptive of American 
librarianship from the practical woman-librarian’s point of view 


JUNE MEETING. 

The ninth meeting of the fourth session will be addressed by 
Mr. L. §. Jast (Croydon) on “ Reading.” 

WHIT-MONDAY VISIT TO STRATFORD-ON-AVON. 

The final arrangements for this excursion are being pushed 
forward. Providing a party of 50 can be guaranteed, the fare 
will be about 8s. 5d., if less than 50 go the probable fare will be 
10s. 7d. It is only by a very special concession that the fare is 
reduced by the L. & N.W.R. Co. A party of over 20 will meet 
the London members at Stratford, from the Bristol Public 
Libraries, and will be accompanied by Mr. Norris Matthews, 
Librarian of Bristol. The N.W. Branch propose to meet there 
also ; it therefore looks as if this outing will be a success. The 
party will leave Euston Station by the nine a.m. train, returning 
by the 6.55 p.m. A reply on the enclosed post-card, not later 
than the 8th May, will enable arrangements to be made for the 
provision of lunch on arrival at Stratford, and a tea before 
leaving. ——— 

SUMMER VISIT TO WANDSWORTH. 

Mr. Cecil T. Davis has kindly invited the L.A.A. to pay a 
visit to Wandsworth on the last Wednesday afternoon in June, 
when those who are unable to visit Stratford will have an 
opportunity to inspect a collection of Shakespeare folios, and a 
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visit will also be paid to the Wandsworth Paper Mills. (See 
p. 26 for an interesting account of the Wandsworth Library by W. 
T’. Bradley.) Will all those who intend to be present send in 
their names to the Hon. Secretary at an early date. 


APRIL MEETING. 


The seventh meeting of the fourth session was held at 
Battersea Public Library, Lavender Hill, §.W., on Wednesday, 
April 19th, at 8 p.m., when Mr. A. Denton (Chelsea) read a 
paper on ‘‘ Early Parochial Libraries, with some account of the 
libraries founded by Dr. Bray.” 

THE CONVERSAZIONE. 

A Conversazione of the members and friends of the L.A.A. 
was held at the St. Bride Foundation Institute, on Wednesday, 
5th April. Not far short of a hundred were present, and a very 
enjoyable evening was spent. Members and friends contributed 
to the programme, and a novelty was introduced in the shape of 
several pleasant dances, ably directed by Messrs. Denton and 
Thorne. Members are much indebted to Mr. Turner, who came 
up specially from Brentford to delight his audience with ‘‘ Queen 
of the Earth” and an encore. Miss North sang charmingly, and 
Miss Crane rendered her song delightfully. Other items that 
deserved encores had time permitted were Mr. Moslin’s recitation 
ard the songs of Messrs. Rees and Aires. Mr. W. M. Vardon 
gave an Indian club solo in fine style, and Mr. T. H. Yeldham 
presided at the piano. 

L.A.A.—NORTH WESTERN BRANCH. 
President, C. W. Sutron, Esq., Manchester Public Libraries. 
Hon. Sec., P. D. Gorvon, Mudies’ Library, Manchester. 





MAY MEETINGS. 

The next Meeting will be held in the Manchester Reference 
Library on the 17th May. Members are requested to attend and 
to bring any of their colleagues who are not members. Full 
particulars of the visit to Stratford-on-Avon will be announced, 
and members and friends intending to go must deposit the 
amount of their fare with the Secretary. 

Committee will meet at 7.30—General Meeting at 8 p.m. 


APRIL MEETING. 

The third meeting was held on April 13th in the Central 
Library, Oldham, about twenty members being present. 

Oldham is generally thought to possess little or nothing of 
interest to strangers, but like most preconceived notions of 
persons or places, there is no foundation for such an impression 
especially to anyone with literary or artistic tastes. 


————— eee 
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On arriving at the Central Library the visitors were met by 
Mr. Quarmby on behalf of the Chief, Mr. R. Bateman ; intro- 
ductions over, they were shown through the splendid Art Galleries, 
being piloted round by Mr. Bury, the Sub-Curator, and, needless 
to say, with such a guide everything of note was rapidly passed 
under review. Mr. Bateman then showed his visitors over the 
Library and Lecture Hall, the latter capable of holding nine 
hundred people. 

There are over 50,000 volumes on the shelves, including the 
reference collection, and the library is lit by electric-light, which is 
produced on the premises, the installation having cost over £3,000. 

Inspection being over the party adjourned to the dining- 
room, where, through the kindly forethought of Mr. and Mrs, 
Bateman, supper had been laid. Whilst discussing the good 
things provided, Mr. Bateman, as time was limited, addressed 
those present, and in making them welcome to Oldham he re- 
marked, that ‘“‘ having been himself an assistant who had gone 
through the mill, he could sympathise with them in their en- 
deavour to raise the status of the assistant, the more so, as they 
had shown by the formation of the L.A.A. an earnest desire to 
help themselves, and which was the right way to commence. It 
had often struck him that if a greater amount of sympathy was 
evinced by librarians generally in the welfare of their staffs, the 
latter would worthily repay such sympathy by an added interest 
in their work—which would be for the good of the public as well 
as themselves. It was with this spirit that he had endeavoured 
to imbue his staff, and he might say that they had forestalled the 
L.A.A. to some extent in Oldham—as they had been in the habit 
of holding social meetings amongst themselves every six weeks 
during the past two seasons, when they had papers discussed 
which he might say had agreeably surprised and pleased him. 
He thought it best that he should not confine himself to a iset 
paper; but just say a few words on the working of the Library. 
In the first place it was not under the Libraries Act, but they had 
a Special Act, which enabled an unlimited rate to be levied, it 
being at present equal to 2}d. inthe pound. With this they had 
to maintain the Art Galleries, Library, and a series of Lectures 
throughout the winter season, and he thought that they had 
made the best of it. Their lectures were always crowded, and 
in addition they held musical evenings in the Museum, which 
had proved very popular. They had one branch at Werneth, 
and a feature of their work was the establishment of seven 
delivery stations, where borrowers could exchange their books 
without calling at the Library. These stations were mostly 
placed at Sub-Post Offices, where the Postmaster undertook the 
work of exchange—the volumes being sent to and from the 
‘Central’ daily, and were entered in the books from each de- 
livery station, just as though they had been dealt with in the 
usual routine of the Library. 
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‘‘ Another feature was their work in connection with the 
schools, most of which had a large number of scholars who were 
borrowers, their parents being the guarantors; this scheme was 
worked out on similar lines to the delivery stations—and they 
would no doubt see that Oldham was in rather a proud position 
with regard to her libraries, and if they were the centre of a 
huge manufacturing district, they felt that the people in the 
North-west of England could afford to look upon it as a veritable 
oasis in the desert.” 

A hearty vote of thanks having been passed to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bateman and the obliging staff for their genial hospitality, the 
meeting dispersed, but not before the hope was expressed that 
they might have the pleasure of another visit to ‘‘ Millopolis.”’ 


NORTHERN SUMMER SCHOOL, 

The Meetings will be held this year at the Manchester Public 
Library on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the 14th, 15th, 
and 16thJune. Entrance fee 2s.6d. Attendance will be strictly 
limited to those engaged in Library work. The Summer School 
Committee earnestly hope that all Librarians in the northern 
counties will draw the attention of their Assistants to this notice, 
and afford every facility for attending the Classes. The list of 
lectures will be ready next month, and may be obtained from 
the Hon. Sec., Mr. George T. Shaw, The Athenzum, Liverpool 





MR. FRANK CAMPBELL ON “THE OPEN DOOR.” 


In the April “ Record’’ Mr. Frank Campbell contributes a 
wise and well worded letter to the present controversy. It is with 
regret that we find ourselves unable to reprint it in full, but the 
following sentences will show its import. 

‘** As one who has always felt, from the very first, the deepest interest on 
behalf of library assistants, lam only desirous of jadvocating their cause té 
the best of my ability, whenever I cin conscientiously do so, But I regret 
to say that on this particular subject I cannot see my way to approving the 


principles I am asked to advocate for the following reasons :—As a member 
of the Council I am bound to act for what I consider to be the good of the 
whole library movement as well as for the personal cause of individuals. In 
regard to junior appointments the library cause demands that we should 
endeavour to obtain the most efficient young men on the staff of every library, 
If among existing library officials the best man for any new post already 
exists, it is the duty of all concerned that his claims should receive the first 
and chiefrst consideration. But if he is not to be found in the exi circ] 

of library assistants, then I feel that for the sake of the cause and country, i 

is plain duty to consider the application of any others who n present 
themselves for honourable competition : and should there be anj h, who 
are anxious to try aud qualify themselves for library work, I fee! it they 
should be allowed every facility—not more facilities, but every |} urable 
facility which may exist for increasing the efficiency of libra 


It does not at all follow that because a boy or young n 
library work that he is naturally ultimately fitted for such a yn 1d 
it is both kinder to himself and more honest to the community that hould 
not be encouraged to hepe for perferment unless he really shews natural 
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capacity. . . . When once you begin to introduce the principle of pro- 
tecting stupidity as well as cleverness (which should require no artificial 
protection) you are not only in danger of encumbering your institutions with 
permanent disabilities, but you act unjustly towards the really deserving officials 
by forcing on them, or at least encouraging the supply of inferior assistance to 
their life-long annoyance and misfortune. . . . Itis urged that the Institu- 
tion of British Architects excludes from its classes . . . and that this is 
the practice of many “learned professions and crafts.’ But I fail to see that 
these are paralled cases in the argument. The main object of these restric- 
tions . . is,I presume, to preserve the community from charlatans (and to 
preserve trade secrets ?) But there are no trade secrets in free/public libraries, 
nor can the ordinary technical work of the smaller free libraries be compared 
in detail to that of the applied sciences.” 


THE QUESTION OF DISCOUNT. 


The Town Council of a borough near London have unani- 
mously approved of a recommendation of the Library Committee 
that full prices be paid for newspapers supplied to the libraries, 
for the reason that the prices hitherto paid have reduced the 
margin of profit so as to make the contract not worth holding. 
Will they extend this principle to the contract for the supply of 
books and to all other contracts ? 

At a similar borough, on the other hand, as contracts could 
apparently not be obtained from local dealers at a sufficiently 
high discount, a well-known firm of London wholesalers was 
applied to to send in an estimate. They refused to tender, 
alleging that they could not rightly interfere with the local re- 
tailers, and sent a copy of their letter to the “‘ Newsagent and 
Booksellers’ Review” for publication. 

The question of discount off newsagents and booksellers’ 
orders is one that requires consideration. While a librarian in 
his private capacity can buy certain things for heavy discounts, 
has he not the right to expect that his library purchasing in 
larger quantities should have at least an equivalent discount? 
Newsagents and booksellers have only themselves to blame that 
they have undersold and undercut, and underestimated each 
other till contracts are not worth holding. Large purchasers 
everywhere are entitled to special consideration, and there is a 
middle way between the two proposals. The one disregards the 
obvious and general rule that purchasers in bulk are entitled to 
special consideration, the other seeks to wipe out entirely the 
legitimate profit of the middleman—a middle course consists in 
giving the contract to the lowest bidder, as now, provided that 
his service be effectual. 

The great drawback to the no-discount plan will be that 
local newsagents will each want to have a share in the larger 
proportionate profits of the libraries supply, and the next thing 
we shall hear of will be that the libraries get their papers from 
as many newsagents as there are shops in the borough! If 
weeklies and monthlies are included in the term newspapers we 
are anticipating a lively contest among newsagents, while all the 














other tradesmen who supply the library will have a claim to 
equal favour. Carry the principle to its logical conclusion, and 
you will saddle the very limited library income with a higher 
proportion of expense than is reasonable ! 

At one town the library orders, amounting to £50 a year, 
are stated to be given to each newsagent of the borough for six 
months in turn. The whole trade thus gets an equal share of 
the profit, and it is to be noted that newspapers and magazines 
are here paid full price for. 

The exceedingly limited income of libraries makes the saving 
of even marginal discounts of value, and it is much to be doubted 
if the payment of more than the general market price of goods 
bought singly, for the same bought in quantities is justifiable. 

Elsewhere a new phase of the question arises—only local 
builders were allowed to tender for the erection of a new library 
building. 

Are not library committees approaching perilously near the 
principle of an enactment which prohibited the export of gold 
lace out of England because it reduced the available quantity of 
gold, and thus ruined that particular trade ? 

BOOKS, &e., RECEIVED. 
Manvat or Liprary Catatocuinc. By J. Henry Quinn. pp 

164, 8vo. Library Supply Co., 1899. (Price 5s. net.) 

This is emphatically a book that no library assistant should borrow. It 
is a book that he must own, if he wishes to have a practical exemplification 
of the true principles of cataloguing and a ready means of seeing how to deal 
with the difficulties that crop up in his daily work. The 14 chapters, divided 
into 123 sections, cover nearly all points likely to arise, from the preliminaries 
to the form of specification for printing the catalogue, and the final passing 
of proofs. No matter is beld too trivial to be dealt with, from library hand- 
writing to mode of alphabetisation, and the whole book will be found most 
useful, as nearly every point of difficulty is illustrated with an example, and 
it is well indexed. Buy a copy for yourself, and you will not easily be 
persuaded to part with it! 


EARLY PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES, WITH SOME 
ACCOUNT OF THE LIBRARIES FOUNDED BY 
DR. BRAY. 

By ArmitaGE DENTON. 

The history of the early parochial libraries in England 
remains yet to be written. Information is difficult to obtain, 
but the subject is a very attractive one, and with a view to 
drawing attention to it in the hope that a more able pen may be 
persuaded to deal with it, I ask your indulgence for a slight 
sketch of the labours of Dr. Bray, with a few notes of other 
earlier libraries gleaned from various sources. 

Edward Edwards, in the book* that one first turns to when 


* Memoirs of Libraries,” 2 vols,, 1854. 


M.B.R 
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any subject connected with librarianship is under consideration, 
has shown how undoubtedly rich England was in libraries before 
the Reformation, and has quoted largely a lamentable picture of 
how these libraries in the custody of monasteries were destroyed 
and the books carted over sea or wilfully destroyed for the sake 
of their bindings. He has also given details of some early paro- 
chial libraries, and of tne labours of Dr. Bray, but no work has 
yet attempted to do for the whole question of parochial libraries 
what Mr. Chancellor Christie has done for the Lancashire 
libraries in particular. 

The suggestion that even as the work of the monasteries as 
guardians of the poor had by the legislature been put upon the 
parish by means of a rate, so the other work of the monas- 
teries, as repositories of books and learning, should also be rate- 
supported was not destined to be carried out before the nineteenth 
century, though Thomas Cromwell did suggest in the sixteenth 
century that ‘‘the charges shall be rateably borne.” But towards 
the end of the seventeenth century there was a growing feeling 
ir favour of libraries, and in the spread of knowledge, which is 
generally evidenced by the many gifts of books made about that 
time, and particularly by the labours of Dr. Bray. 

In 1695 the Government of Maryland, America, adopted 
Lpiscopalianisin, and having divided the territory parochially, 
successfully petitioned William III. to send a Commissary under 
the Bishop of London to direct their ecclesiastical affairs. This 
cftice was offered to a Rev. Thomas Bray, a native of Marton 
Shropshire, anil rector of Sheldon, Warwickshire, who made the 
following reply :— 

“That since none but the poorer sort of clergy who could not sufficiently 
supply themselves with books could be persuaded to leave their friends and 
change their country to one so remote, and that without a competent provision 
of books they could not answer the ends of their mission, if their Lordships 
the Bishops thought fit to assist him in providing parochial libraries for the 
ministers that should be sent he would be content to accept the Commissary’s 
office in Maryland.” 

That this proposal met with the general approbation of the 
authorities there can be no doubt, as the following document 
preserved in the library at Lambeth Palace, shows. 

* We look upon this design as what will tend very much to propogate 
Christian knowledye in the Indies, and it will, in all likelihood. invite some 
of the more studious and virtuous persons out of the universities to undertake 
the ministry in those parts, and be a means of rendering them useful when 
they are there. and therefore as we shall contribute cheerfully towards 
promoting the Parochial Libraries. so we hope that many pious persons will 
be found, who, out of love to religion and learning, will also contribute 
thereunto.” 

This appeal is signed by Archbishops Tenison and Sharpe, 
and Bishops Compton, Lloyd, Stillingfleet, Patrick, and Moore, 
and in response many contributions were received; but many 
pointed out that the home clergy were often inadequately paid, 
and could ill-afford to purchase books. Dr. Bray therefore 
immediately began to establish Parochial libraries in England 
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and Wales before he set sail for America. He was not destined 
to remain abroad, but returned after a brief stay in order to 
forward several Acts of Parliament for the preservation of the 
Church and her property in the colonies. but while there he 
established some 38 libraries containing about 4,000 books, the 
princess after whom the city was named making valuable 
contributions toward the chief one at Annapolis. 

Once back in England the Doctor, who was presented to 
the living of St. Botolph, Aldgate, devoted himself to 
furthering the movement he had so much at heart. He cirea- 


lated in every rural deanery pamphlets pointing out tne 
lamentable lack of books among the clergy in all parts. The 
first, published in 1697, was ‘‘ An Essay towards promoting all 


Necessary and Useful Knowledge, both Divine and Human, in 
all parts of his Majesty’s Dominions.” This was followed 
immediately after by ‘‘ Bibliotheca Parochialis : or a scheme of 
such Theological Heads as are requisite to be studied by evety 
Pastor of a Parish.” In these pamphlets he pleads for a library 
in every rural deanery at least, and appeals to the gentry hr 
assistance. 

As in the case of the first appeal, generous help came :o 
hand, by donation and bequest. Valuable collections of books 
were brought together and housed in various churches throughout 


the country, and in 1709, with the object of preserving these and 
similar libraries, was introduced and passed through Parliament 
by Sir Peter King, ‘‘ An Act for the better preservation of Paro- 


chial Libraries in that part of Great Britain called England.’ 
This Act is yet on the statute book, and will be found in the 
latest manual of library law edited by Chambers and Fovargue. 

The connection of the library and the school was not 
forgotten by Dr. Bray, for he was instrumental in founding 
negro-schools in America, which are still carried on, and also 
founded libraries for missionaries at Deal and Gravesend, and 
refounded libraries at Whitchurch and Plymouth. He also 
founded a parochial library at Sheldon, and was instrumental in 
founding the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (the 
library of which his predecessor at Aldgate, the famous White 
Kennett, founder of Peterborough Cathedral library, practically 
founded), and also the Society for the Promotion of Christian 
Knowledge. 

The efiorts of Dr. Bray and his untiring zeal and energy 
are all the more notable, when it is remembered that printing 
was, in his time, far from being developed, and that books were 
dear ; and his name should ever be remembered as that of the 
founder of no less than 80 parochial libraries, besides of others, 
and of schools. At his death in 1730, after a life so full of work 
that Thoresby, a contemporary diarist, wrote of “ the prodigious 
pains so old a man takes,” he gave his collection of martyr- 
ological memoirs, printed and MS., to Sion College, where 








THE LIBRARY SUPPLY Co. 


Catalogue Cards 
Card Cabinets 

| Steel Book Stacks 

} Bookcases 

i Revolving Bookcase 
Roll Top Desks 
Chairs 
Tables 
Newspaper Stands 
Newspaper Fasteners 
Name Tablets 
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Library Numbers 
Museum Labels 
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‘LIBRACO” SERIES OF ACCOUNT BOOKS 


FOR LIBRARIES AND MUSEUMS. 
Fep. Folio, 288pp., on sound Linen Paper, Ruled and Printed, Half-Leather 
Cloth sides, Gold blocked. 
l. Borrowers’ Register 10s. 8. Visitors’ Book 10s. 
2. Library Accessions... 10s. %. Books Overdue ° 10s, 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE LIBRARY SUPPLY Co. 
LIBRARY WORLD. Monthly. A medium of intercommunication for 


Librarians. 5s. 6d. per annum, post free. 
SOUVENIR OF THE 2ist ANNUAL MEETING OF THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION. Held at Southport —Preston —Wivan, 1898. 3s. 6d. net. 
MANUAL OF LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION & SHELF ARRANGEMENT. 
sy JAMES D. Brown, Librarian, Clerkenwell Public Library, London. 
Crown 8vo., Cloth, 4s. net. 


ADJUSTABLE CLASSIFICATION FOR LIBRARIES. By J.D. Brown 
Interleaved. 1s. 6d, 
MANUAL OF LIBRARY CATALOGUING AND INDEXING. By J. Henry 


QUINN, Librarian, Chelsea Public Libraries, London. 
1899 


PUBLIC LIBRARY PRIMER. 


Fulham Public Libraries. 
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Paternoster Row, LONDON, 
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Very large Stock of Standard Works to select from. Special terms to Libr 
INSPECTION INVITED. 
( rues issued Monthl y and sen Po st Free on ap} tion 


44, Booksellers’ Row, Strand, pea W.C 


Branch or Ne Books at full Discount Price 
29, King William Sieeet, City, E.C., 
AND 


21, Railway Approach, London Bridge Station 
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they are yet preserved, and he bequeathed the remainder of his 
books to any town in England raising within three years of his 
death £50 for the foundation of a library. The Rev. Samuel 
Weller, of Maidstone, having raised the necessary amount by 
subscription, obtained the books, which lay for many years 
unused and forgotten in the church of that town, till they were 
quite recently transferred to the Museum in a most dilapidated 
and decayed state, where they may be viewed as a curiosity ! 

After the death of Dr. Bray, the valuable work he had so 
long and so closely been connected with did not cease, but was 
carried on by a body which still exists, called his ‘* Associates.” 
The number of libraries founded to the end of 1898 is 472, but of 
these only 254 remain, no fewer than 218 being lost or tranferred 
to other libraries. In the last Report the existing libraries are 
stated to be as follows :— 


Great Britain aus ace ARO India and the East... sas 
Africa fer aa as Oe North America a ows 
Australia... on in New Zealandand the Pacific 14 
West Indies ... 9 Gibraltarand Mediterranean 32 


Of the “218 lost libraries, 214 are in England and Wales, and 
only 4 in foreign countries. These figures show that England 
has not valued her parochial libraries ! 

It is interesting to state that in at least one case, that of 
Reading, the Bray library has been handed over to the custo- 
dianship of the public library. 

This has also been done, as those who read Mr. Plant’s 
most interesting description of the Dawson library, in the case 
of the valuable library at Shoreditch willed to the vicars in 
perpetuity under the provisions of what may well be called the 
Bray Act of 1709, by John Dawson. 

At Newcastle was a library bequeathed to the town in 1736 
by Dr. Thomlinson, housed in a specially built room at St. 
Nicholas’ Church, and endowed to the extent of £25 per annum 
for the salary of a library keeper, who was to be one of the 
curates, and to the extent of £5 per annum for the supply of 
books. After many years of neglect an attempt was made by the 
late Mr. Haggerston to get the books transferred to the Public 
Library. He gives an interesting account of his efforts in 
‘“* Monthly Notes,” from which it seems, because the ‘‘ keeper” 
was reluctant to part with the books and thus lose a useful £30 
per annum, his labours ended in vain. At last, however, after 
an abortive suggestion that they form the nucleus of a cathedral 
library for Newcastle, by the untiring efforts of the City librarian, 
the Library Committee of 1883 obtained possession of the books 
under a scheme of the Charity Commissioners. The books were 
finally transferred in 1885, and the City Council made a special 
grant for the overhauling of the 4,351 volumes. Upwards of 
4,000 were rebound, and 60,000 cards were used to catalogue 
them. Upon collation and examination many rare and valuable 


* See the last Report of Dr. Bray’s Associates, 1898. 
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pamphlets were found bound up with other matter, and the 
collection now consists of 8,267 works bound in 4,841 volumes 
The library was re-opened to the public in 1894, but unfortu- 
nately six months before this, the librarian to whose untiring 
efforts the preservation and restoration of this interesting and 
valuable collection is due, died. 

But if Shoreditch has safely housed in its municipal library 
the old parochial library left by exciseman Dawson, St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields has parted with the literary heritage of Archbishop 
Tenison, who himself signed Bray’s appeal for help. Tenison’s 
library was founded in 1684, in conjunction with a school, and 
was for long one of the most useful libraries in London. It 
contained upwards of 4,000 volumes, mainly of a theological 
character. The endowment for library and for school was only 
£50 per annum, and was soon totally inadequate. The school 
was not allowed to suffer, but the books were permitted to get 
into a wretched condition, and in an effort to put the charity on 
a firm basis the Charity Commissioners ordered the books to be 
sold, though the Act says ‘none of the books shall in any cass 
be alienable.’’ Sotheby & Wilkinson in 1861 sold them at public 
auction, and the proceeds were applied to the maintenance of the 
school which flourishes in Leicester Square, within a stones- 
throw of the new St. Martin’s Library, founded some 26 years 
later ! , ; 

And if Newcastle has retained and made yet more valuable 
the ancient Thomlinson books, the ancient and valuable library 
of the Rev. R. Turrie, bequeathed in 1720 to the vicars of Brad- 
held Church, Sheffield, for ever, has almost entirely vanished. 
The founder directed “ that a catalogue of the said books shall be 
taken and entered on the Archbishop’s Register at York to pre- 
vent any of the books being embezzled.” Yet to-day only 22 books 
remain! What the glories of the collection were at the time of 
gift, perhaps some Yorkshire librarian with access to the York 
Register may yet be able to disclose, but there still remain Beza’s 
‘‘New Testament,” 1598; Ravanelli’s ‘‘ Biblia Sacra,” 2 vols. 
1660; Fielke’s ‘New Testament,’’ 1617; and Jeremy Taylor's 
** Ductor Dubitantium,” 1676, and one can but echo the words 
of the Rev. A. B. Browne, the present rector, who has himself 
founded a parochial library of 800 volumes— 

“Tt is difficult to understand how it could be possible for so many books 
to disappear in so, comparatively speaking, short a time, particularly when 
one considers that the only person in the parish who had a right to use them, 
and for that matter would ever care to do so, was the man whose duty it was 
to keep the books in safe custody. Had ithe volumes been properly looked 
after, the library would have been as complete as in Turrie’s time, Thi 
present state of it can point to but one fact, I fear, i.v., that the incumbents 
between Turrie’s giving of the books and 1888 were sadly wanting in a sens¢ 
of duty to their successors.” 

A yet more amazing outrage on ‘Church property ” is the 
Boston case. In 1635, the Rev. A. ‘ftuckney bequeathed a 
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valuable collection of books and MSS., but by order of the 
churchwardens and the archdeacon it was sold by the cartload, 
at wastepaper price, to a local bookseller, who re-sold it toa 
neighbouring clergyman! Its eventual fate is unknown. 

Yet it is difficult to understand how these outrages have 
been perpetrated when one considers the ample clauses in the 
Act for the protection and preservation of these libraries. An 
incumbent, before being allowed to use the library, is compelled 
by the Act to enter into security by bond for its preservation. 
He may also take action for the recovery of any book borrowed, 
and may claim treble damage with full costs, such damages to 
be applied to the benefit of the library. In the event of the 
death or removal of a rector, the library is ordered to be ‘ locked 
by the churchwardens, and not again opened till a new rector 
shall be admitted.” Further, in the case of lost books, ‘ any 
justice of the peace may grant his warrant to search for the 
same.” Powers are given to ‘the ordinary” for making of rules 
and regulations similar to those repeated in 1850 Act, which 
might be held to authorise the establishment of lending libraries. 

The great lack of the Bray Bill is, as we have seen, a pro- 
vision for maintenance. In few cases have libraries been 
dispersed where endowments, even of small amount, have existed. 
I append a rough list of some early parochial libraries, exclusive 
of Lancashire, and, as a slight hint of che unexplored weaith of 
books which may be hidden away in country churches, give a 
slight account of two, in Bray’s county of Shropshire, and would 
commend to all an examination of their town or parochial 
records, to see if similar ancient libraries may be made available 
to modern users by the completer provisions of the Hwart Acts, 
which have extended and consolidated the good work that Dr. 
Bray began a century and a half before. 


CHIrRBURY.—Founded about 1640, by the then vicar, the Rev. John 
Lewis, the library ishoused in the vicarage. It is a collection of chained 
books, over 200 in number, and is the largest collection of chained books in 
any private house : books, bindings, and chains, being alike in an excellent 
state of preservation. Much doubt exists as to the origin of the library. 
Some of the books bear the book plates and names in Ms. of George and Edward 
Herbert, of Montgomery Castle, situate some three miles away. It is not 
known whether the former is George Herbert the poet and divine. or his 
uncle, of New College, Oxford, bearing the same name, equally, the latter is 
believed by some to be Lord Herbert, of Chirbury, but by others to be Sir 
Edward Herbert, his cousin, for some time Attorney General and afterwards 
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal. It is, however, generally believed that the 
books formed part of the library of George Herbert the poet, which were 
saved at the burning of Montgomery Castle, and found their way to the 
vicarage. The books range in date from 1530 to 1640. Some of the most 
noted are a black letter folio of Chaucer, “ printed by Adam Islip at the 
charges of Thomas Wight, Anno 1598” ; with two prefaces and dedicated to 
Sir R. Cecil, a scarce copy of Bishop Jewel's “ Defence of his Apology, Im- 
printed at London in the Fleete Streete by Henry Wykes, 1570” Pliny’s 
“Natural History,’ 1532. Usher's “Annals,” 1650, and an early copy of 
* Plutarch’s Lives,” in parallel Greek and Latin columns, 
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A ROUGH LIST OF PAROCHIAL LIBRARIES 











PLACE. DATE, FOUNDER PLACE. DATE. FOUNDER, 
Bamburgh Bishop Crewe Mappleton 
Bassingham Margate 
Beccles Bishop Trimmell) Marlborough 1690 
Bewdley Middle 1825 
Birmingham. Milden 
St. Philip Rev. W. Higgs | Nantwich 
Boston . 1635 Rev. A. Tuckney Newcastle .-- | 1736 | Rev. Thomlinson 
Bradfield 1720 = - Rey. R. Turrie Ormesby, York | 1720 
Brent Eleigh Oxford, St. Peter 
Bridgnorth 1750 DeanStackhouse Plymouth 
Castleton Rev. J. Farrer Rainton ie 
Chirbury 1640 Rev. J. Lewis teepham,Norfolk| 1840 
Corbridge 1729 Rougham 1712 
Crayke ... St. Martin 1684 | Archbp. Tenison 
Crundale._ 172 St. Neots 
Denchworth Sheldon 1696 
Devonport Shipdham 
Dunblane 1680 | Bishop Leighton Shoreditch | 176% J. Dawsen 
Elham ... 1800 Dr. Warley Stoke Damarell 1848 
Etton, Yorks. Sudbury r 
Finedon .. ie 1788 Sir J. E. Dolben | Sutton Courtney 
Gillingham, Dorset 1830 Swaffham 
Halifax ... 1628 Rev. R. Clay Tiverton 1660 
Halton 1733 SirJ. Chesshyre | Tong 
Henley 1737 =Rey. C. Aldrich Totnes ... 1656 [, Southcott 
King’s Lynn Wendlebury 1760 R. Welborne 
King’s Norton ... 1750 tev. Thos. Hall | Westerham 1765 C. West 
Langley Marish 1632 Sir J. Keder- Whitchurch 1707 | Coun Bridg- 
minster water 

Maidstone 1736 Wimborne .- | 1686 Rev. W. Stone 
Malden Wootton Wawen | 1645 

The Lancashire libraries, the Bray libraries. and (for want of detailed information) 


the series of 93 libraries founded in Northumberland by Archdeacon Bowyer in 1825, 


are excluded from the above table. 


Act of 1709 did not apply. is also not dealt with. 


The Reigate library of ancient date 


vhich the 


eee eee eee 
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WHITCHURCH.— Founded in 1707, the library was originally the collec- 
tion of the Rev. Clement Sankey, which was bought by Jane, Countess of 
Bridgwater, and left by her in perpetuity to the rectors forever. In 1825, 
the Rev. and Hon. Francis Henry, Earlof Bridgwater, Rector of Whitchurch, 
who left £12,000 to the British Museum, and £8,000 to the writers of the 
famous essays ‘On the power, wisdom, and goodness of God as manifested in 
the creation,’ known as the ‘ Bridgwater Treatises,’ added his own books to the 
collection. The library now consists of 3,110 vols., of which 800 are folios. 
Some of the most noted are Copart’s ‘ History of the Councils,’ 18 vols. folio. 
Walton’s ‘Polyglot Bible,’ 6 vols. folio, richly bound ; Wilkins’ ‘Concilia,' 
folio, and there are fine black letter editions of Holingshead, Chaucer, 
Erasmus.and Luther. Lord Bridgwater bequeathed the proceeds of the sale 
of his wine for an endowment, which produces £4 2s. 0d. per annum, which 
is sufficient to keep the books in good condition and add occasionally to their 
number.” 


THE DELEGATION OF POWERS TO A LIBRARY 
COMMITTEE. 


All those who are interested in the question of how much or 
how little power may be delegated by a local authority to a 
Library Committee will do well to buy the ‘ Islington Gazette ’’ 
of Wednesday, March 22nd, and note the strong step taken by 
Hornsey. The Urban Council has delegated to a Committee all 
its library powers, except purchase of sites, provision of buildings, 
' loans, and capital expenditure, and has decided that the Library 
{ Committee meet at the Library, and not at the Town Hali, that 

the librarian act as clerk, and that he and two of the Committee 

sign all cheques. The Council has decided not to charge the 
library rate with the proportion of interest and repayment of loan 

of the site of the Central Library, some £25 per annum. The 
Committee will be appointed annually by the Council, and the 
saving of time that will occur by having all business settled by 
the Committee directly, and not having to await confirmation by 
the Council for all details, should commend the plan to other 
localities. 








DINNER TO DR. R. GARNETT, CB. 


That Dr. Garnett, though severing his connection with the 
British Museum, carries with him into his retirement the esteem 





/ and affection of his late colleagues was abundantly proved at the 
| valedictory dinner at the Freemasons’ Tavern the other evening. 
) The Principal Librarian took the chair, and after dinner the guest 
| of the evening was presented with a beautiful set of dinner 
accessories in silver. 





| NOTES AND NEWS. 

AccrinGcton.—The negotiations between the Mechanics In- 
stitute and the Council for the establishment of a library have 
fallen through, and the legacies of Mr. Duxbury and Mr. 
Stansfield may be lost, as they were conditional on the Acts being 
adopted within 12 months. 
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Breronat GreEN.—A sum of £100 has been bequeathed to 
defray the cost of an annual lecture on ‘‘ Kindness to dumb 
animals,” to be given at the library. 

BirmincHam.—tThe old Library is to be fitted with steel 
stacking by the Library Bureau. 

Bristot.—Mr. Vincent Struckey Lean, of Clevedon, has 
left £50,000 to the libraries of his native town, and £50,000 also 
to the Bristol Museum. 

Cuirton.—A lady charged with stealing two novels was 
found to have no less than 254 volumes, stolen from a subscription 
library within the past 4 years, in her possession. 

Conway.—The Council has been asked to adopt the Acts. 

Frstinioc.—The works of Marie Corelli and Thomas Hardy 
have been tabooed here. 

GuILDHALL.—The late Dr. W. H. Willshire has bequeathed 
to the library his books, prints, and playing cards. 

Hove.—An endeavour is to be made to erect a new library, 
as the present premises are too small. 

RoTHERHITHE.—The Vestry kas taken over the Commission. 

SALFORD.—A branch is to be built at Irlams o’ the Height, 
at a cost of £3,450. 

SHOREDITCH.—At the Hoxton Library on the 20th ult. was 
unveiled a bust of Mr. J. P. Edwards, in commemoration of his 
munificent gift to these libraries. 

SoutH SHIELDs.—Attached to the library is a museum con- 
taining a valuable collection of remains that have been unearthed 
at the Roman station within this rapidly growing borough. A 
series of visits of the pupils of the various schools to listen to 
chatty addresses by the librarian, illustrated by the specimens, 
is meeting with great success. 

StokE Newineton.—Negotiations have been entered into 
with a view to the acquisition of a piece of land at the rear of 
tle library for extensions. 


WEsTON-sUPER-Manke. — Plans for a new library and 
museum have been approved. The estimated cost will be 
2,500 
a, JUU. 


SUBJECT INDEXES TO GENERAL LITERATURE. 

‘* Literature,” of March 25th, contains a two column article 
by Mr. A. Cotgreave, on the above subject, which will repay 
careful reading, and we trust that the hope expressed “that a 
movement will be inaugurated for the publication of an English 
Index, which shall be excelled by none,”’ may soon be realised. 

WOMEN AS LIBRARIANS. 

‘“* Home Life,” of April 15th, contains an unusually well in- 
formed article on this subject, which emphasises the need of 
practical training, examination and certitication. 


—— eee 
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APPOINTMENTS. 

Guazter, Mr. T. W., junior assistant West Norwood Branch, 
Lambeth, to be assistant Tate Library, Streatham. 

Goutp, Mr. F. C., to be hon. librarian of the Gladstone 
Library, National Liberal Club. . 

Hatey, Mr. F. G., to be librarian of the Gladstone Library, 
National Liberal Club. 

Harpwick, Sergt.-Major, to be librarian of the McKecheni 
Institute, Girvan. 

Pratt, Mr. G. F., late librarian, Stanley Library, King’s 
Lynn, to be assistant, King’s Lynn Public Library. 

Purman, Mr. Herbert, librarian of Boston, and late President 
of the A.L.A., to be librarian of Congress. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

[The Editor will be glad to receive letters on all topics of 
interest, but it must distinctly be understood that no responsibility 
for matter printed over the name or pseudonymn of a correspondent, 
rests with the Editorial Committee. Anonymous letters should be 
accompanied with name and address as a yuarantee of good faith, 
but in no case will this be disclosed. } 

Sir, 

The classes in Bibliography and Cataloguing came to an 
end on Wednesday, the 12th. As a student I can speak for the 
close attention paid to the lecturers. Mr. Burgoyne’s remarks 

brought Cataloguing in a very practical way before his hearers, 
' and if at times he seemed to go into needless detail it was out of 
consideration for the younger students. Mr. Guppy’s lectures 
on Bibliography were invaluable, each lecture being accompanied 
by a synopsis which enabled the student to recall and digest 
what he had heard. Lecture seven was so especially interesting 
as to provoke an audible expression of appreciation, and at the 
end of the last lecture it was plainly demonstrated to Mr. Guppy 
that his labours had been appreciated. There is to be an exam- 
ination, at which almost all the students have promised to 
attend. Yours faithfully, ““ A STUDENT.” 

Notre.— Will the writer of this letter note that he omitted to 
enclose his name and address ? 

Sir, 

The classes on Thursday (unfortunately each of less than 12 
students) have come to an end. Mr. Quinn’s small class on 
cataloguing enjoyed the rare treat of practical lectures and 
demonstrations, and each student cannot fail to have derived 
benefit. The lectures on library administration by Mr. H. D, 
Roberts were intensely practical and useful, and were illustrated 
and illuminated by experience. If the lecturers can be persuaded 
to repeat their lectures on Wednesdays to larger audiences next 
winter, I for one can heartily commend them as practical and 
useful, and such as no one able to be present should miss. 

Yours truly, A THURSDAY STUDENT, 





| 
| 
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MISS JAMES ON MILE END. 

‘‘ When I left the Peoples’ Palace Library in 1894, which I 
did because I was weary of seeing, and being powerless to prevent 
the then authorities from letting it go all to pieces, for want of 
subsidy and interest, I hoped, and was told that matters 
between the Peoples’ Palace authorities and the Vestry would 
come to a speedy crisis. But here is 1899, and although th 
necessary vote has been carried for the establishment of a Public 
Library for Mile End, nothing has been done. For two years 
and more before I resigned, the library was at its lowest ebb, 
being very much neglected, to the detriment of the public using 
it, who naturally expected to find it up to the mark of othe 
libraries open to the public in other London districts. In my 
humble opinion it would be very much wiser for the Vestry t: 
abandon all negotiations with the Peoples’ Palace authorities foi 
the use of the present room and its stock of books, which last 
must by this time be considerably reduced in value, as no new 
books have been bought, no old ones bound, and no replacements 
made since 1894. The Peoples’ Palace Library, as it stood in 
1894, is not at all suitable for a public library, and the fittings 
stacking, access to galleries, etc., were execrable. Mile End does 
not want a British Museum; it wants a well-equipped,economically 
maintained, properly-constructed, practical and useful public 
library, under the control of a committee with some knowledg 
of what is essertial, and not controlled conjointly by any body 
or bodies of a semi-private nature. 


SOCIETY OF PUBLIC LIBRARIANS, 

A meeting was held on Wednesday, April 12th, at West 
Ham, at which Mr. W. C. Plant read a paper on “ Classified 
and Dictionary Systems of Cataloguing compared, with sugges 
tions for a combination of both,” which proved most 
interesting. 


NOTICES. 

DonatTions.—The Treasurer begs to acknowledge with thanks 
the following donations :—Mr- F. M. Roberts, 10s, 6d.; Mr 
A. L. Clarke (for Library Fund), 5s. 6d. 

New Mempers.—The following are elected members :— 
Seniors, Miss F. North (Battersea), T. Moorehouse (Stalybridge 
E. E. Buddery (West Ham), and W. M. McKenzie (Wigan 
Junior, F. Dallimore (Wigan). 

All communications as to the Library Assistants’ Associ 
tion, or as to this journal, should be addressed to the Hor 
Secretary, Mr. B. L. Dyer, Old Brompton Road, S.W 

All matter for the June number should be sent 
before the 15th May. 














VERY possessor of a library, no matter of how few volumes, recognises the 

* desirability of keeping a proper record of it. This can only be done with 
perfect satisfaction by means of the card system, and the following are its chief 
advantages :—- 

i.—Strict alphabetical sequence can always be maintained. 

2.—Books can be catalogued under author, title and subject, and arranged in 
the same index, cross references being made where necessary. 

3.— When a volume is lent to a friend, a note to that effect can be entered on 
the card in a permanent or temporary way, and date of borrowing 
and return affixed. 

4.—Any notes respecting date of accession; where purchased or how other- 
wise obtained ; the owner’s or his friend’s opinions and comments on 
the book ; remarks as to re-binding, etc., etc., can all be recorded upon 
the card relating to the book in question, as the owner desires, 

The material of the cards is guaranteed to be of the finest quality obtainable, 
and to wear for very many years. 

The Cabinets also are the best that money and experience can produce, 

We believe that in placing this useful contrivance before book readers, at a 
moderate price, we are supplying an appreciated necessity. 





Further particulars and prices may be obtained of— 


LIBRARY BUREAU, Ltd. ’ 


(Cedric Chivers Manager), 


10, Bloomsbury Street, London, W.C. 
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flexible Pigskin, Morocco, or a Sanitary Wash- 


able Cloth, specially manufactured for us. 
GUARANTEE 
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We guarantee that our Binding will outlast the book. 


BOOKS RE-BOUND. READERS’ TICKETS IN 
LEATHER OR CLOTH. 
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Solid Leather Reading Covers, made in one piece, 
without Lining or Stitches; practically indestructible. 
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AN INEXPENSIVE READING COVER IN OUR- SANITARY 
WASHABLE CLOTH. 


One of the many Testimonials received by us :— 


‘‘Chelsea Public Libraries, 
December 3rd, 1896. 

Messrs. Banting & Sor have been the bookbinders to these 
Libraries from the commencement, in 1888, and have given every 
satisfaction. 

Their work is lasting, reasonable in price, and 
carried out. 

The fact that they are binders under contract toalarze number 
of Public Libraries is sufficent proof that in this particular line they 
are difficult to beat. 


carefully 


J. HENRY QUINN, 
Chief Librarian and Clerk to the Commissioners.” 


Particulars, Prices, and Samples on application. 


J. BANTING & SON. 


Bookbinders and Booksellers, 
KING’S ROAD, CHELSEA, LONDON. 





Terrace, and Published by B. L. Dyer, for the 
Brompton Road, London, S.W. April ist, 1899 


Printed by J. W. WakrEHAM, at 4, Bedford 
Library Assistants’ Association, at Old 











